
Foster-Powell Neighborhood Association (FPNA) General Meeting  
Monday, September 9th, 2013, 6:30-8:00pm, Bar Carlo, 6433 SE Foster Rd. 
 
Board Members in Attendance: Li Alligood, Tracy Gratto, Meg McHutchison,  Vicki Wilson, Aaron Sorenson 
 
General Membership in Attendance: Liz Hutchinson, Adonay Solleiro, Angela Cortal, Patrick Oblander, Carver 

Oblander, Michelle Gilmore, Christine Charnesla, Brett Holycross, Skye Firestone, Ryan Givens, Rosalie 
Grafe 

 
 6:35  Welcome and Introductions and a brief explanation of straw poll and board voting procedure 
6:39  Motion to approve minutes: Motion: Tracy Gratto, Second: Aaron Sorenson 
6:40  Ryan Givens, Foster Green EcoDistrict- Laurelwood Park Master Plan overview: Foster Green EcoDistrict 

initiated the plan and held the first master plan meeting in December 2012 and a second in March 2013. 
Images of the preferred plan were distributed along with the first 25 pages of the master plan. The group 
has received pointers from Portland Parks and Rec. and is also working with the Mt Scott Arleta 
neighborhood association. They are tidying up the plan and, with our approval, will ask the city to adopt 
the plan for future use. Questions: Is there a timeline? No, the Foster Green consultants have volunteered 
this plan for future use. Can we vote next month? Yes. Has it been budgeted? Yes, $290,000-$460,000 is 
the figure on Pg 7 of the master plan, but it is not funded. A suggestion is made to look for funding from 
the Systems Development pool. The plan is to adopt the plan first and seek funding later. Is there 
potential for business on the plaza to draw people in? It has neither been excluded on included in the plan 
but there will be electrical outlets on the plaza. Ryan gives a very quick explanation of the plan image, 
noting the low barrier around the park to keep pets and balls from going into the street. Several 
attendees remark that they are ready to vote. Li notes that all of the work done by the consultants has 
been volunteer. 

6:49 Li conducts a straw poll to gauge support for a vote on the Laurelwood Park Master Plan-none are 
opposed. Tracy moves that we approve the Laurelwood Park master plan. Meg seconds. The motion is 
unanimously approved. 

6:50 Meg McHutchison committee report –Foster Green EcoDistricty: Foster Green EcoDistrict met last 
month. Ryan is stepping down as chair so new leadership is expected soon. They are planning a 
survey/poll to encourage reengagement and to survey Foster Rd about the value of the Foster Green Eco-
District. This will be shared on the FPNA Facebook page. Under Sam Adams, eco-districts were created to 
create a balanced economic, environmental and sustainability strategy. It would be a geographic section 
of town working toward a common goal. Now that the streetscape plans are coming closer, what is next? 
They also endorse projects and provide an extra layer of credibility. 

6:59  James Layton, Ne Si’ka Pay What You Can Restaurant-James is Director of Operations. The model is a 
non-profit, pay what you can.  Our neighborhood has food desert issues (means we have no grocery 
stores and few restaurants that are not also bars). The restaurant is to be a community space that 
addresses food insecurity and hunger issues, possibly has cooking classes, and provides work experience 
for volunteers. They are currently looking for a space that is about 4000 sq ft on Foster. The space should 
require as little remodeling/code issues as possible to make it a restaurant. They are applying for grants 
and still getting their non-profit status. Mercy Corps is interested in their plan and Mercy Corps has just 
signed a 6 month option on the Phoenix building. 

7:09 Michelle from SMART-SMART is a reading program (Start Making a Reader today) which serves 245 
schools in Oregon with 34 employees and 5000 volunteers. Marysville School (and others) are in need of 
volunteers to read or be read to by students in the program. There is a 1 hour training on read aloud 
strategies and safety and a commitment of 1 hr a week. The program operates from mid October to mid 
May. Get started volunteering at www.GetSMARTOregon.org  

7:21 Tracy Gratto leads a brainstorming effort in regards to recruiting a new board co-chair-We have been 
without a co chair for 6 months. The job requires about a 3 hr a month commitment and the job focuses 
on learning the ropes of chair for 2 years to take over as the chair. The co-chair facilitates the meeting in 
the chair’s absence and is a back up for communications and requests of the chair. The benefit of the 
position is a leadership development opportunity and community development opportunity. Tracy asks 

http://www.getsmartoregon.org/


how each of us could recruit? Answers include: the Next Door Foster Powell website, get neighbors to 
come to meetings, have a FPNA yard sign, seek donations of raffle prizes for joiners, target residents 
through neighborhood businesses, Fun on Foster, come to meetings, spread the word in the hood, include 
different languages on neighborhood communications to reach more of the demographics of the 
neighborhood. 

7:45 Li speaks about the Portland Mercado grant application-The Mercado recently applied for a community 
grant from PDC. Because we had no August meeting we missed the opportunity to vote on sending a 
letter of support for their application.. Li suggests that we send a letter after the fact to voice our support. 
The Mercado is set to open in about a year. A letter of support must be approved by the board and 
requested in time for the board or general membership to meet. 

7:48 Meg makes a motion that we send a letter of support for the Mercado. Tracy seconds the motion and 
none are opposed.  

7:49 Christine Charnesla suggests that we write a letter to PDOT. Powell needs better landscaping. The 
current budget doesn’t have it as a priority and the medians are done only twice a year. The letter would 
go to new representative Novick and ask that the landscaping on Powell is reconsidered. Dan has offered 
to write the letter on behalf of the neighborhood association. It is suggested that South Tabor may also 
like to participate in the request.  

7:52 Li takes a straw poll to gauge support for writing a letter. Tracy makes a motion that the FPNA writes a 
letter to Novick to request more frequent and better landscaping on Powell. Aaron seconds the motion. 
None are opposed. 

7:53  Meg McHutchison, Wichman building update-Carl Wickman is having an event for Fun on Foster 
(September 28th 10-5 all along Foster Rd). There is a meeting nest Thursday in front of the Wickman 
building to reconvene the larger steering committee for the building. 

 
7:56 Garden Committee Report Vicki Wilson-Two newspaper articles have recently come out about the garden 

and the Oregon Tradeswomen are working at the garden on Tuesdays and Wednesdays in September to 
build a shed and beds. There have been donations from the Rebuilding Center, Treecycle and Lily Day 
Café. More help will be needed at work parties in the Fall. More info at: 
www.62ndgarden.wordpress.com.  

 
7:58 Land Use Committee Report Aaron Sorensen – not  many new issues or concerns at this time. Some land use 

projects in the neighborhood are a Fred Meyer gas station on Powell and the building of some single 
family homes on Holgate (by the flower shop). 

 
8:00 Foster Streetscape Update, John Mulvey (Foster United)-The city is considering Foster Rd for 2 grants 

and we are finalists for both. City council meets next Wednesday. In 2014 the streetscape breaks ground. 
1.2 million will begin the project and some work will be done in 2014. 

 
 Transportation Committee Dan Campbell-not present 
 Library: Vicki Oglesbee- not present 
 
8:01 Recap of National Night Out and Movie in the Park-Both were well attended and Parks is interested in 

doing it again in the future. It is suggested that we should get a bigger screen. 
 October 2nd from 6:30-8 Mt Scott Arleta has a neighborhood social and theiy have extended a welcome to 

Foster Powell Neighbors. 
8:03  General Business, Open Discussion: 

• Lee Pearlman  who wrote and photographed for the SE Examiner has passed away. 
• Bar Carlo is having a Wednesday night board game night and movies. 
• ROSE is having a fundraiser for Beth Grain at 64th and Powell on October 1sr from 6-8. ROSE staff will 

be making pizza in the Pyro Pizza truck. 
• Haber Draperies is moving and the building will be for sale for $475,000. They prefer to sell but may 

lease to new tenants. SBA financing is available for remodeling. 4500 sq ft and a 600 sq ft basement. 

http://www.62ndgarden.wordpress.com/


• Chinook books are coming soon (not yet). 
• SMART Collective is starting up next to Kidopolis. It is a youth driven community center for 

Skateboarding, Art, Music resources and training. 
 
8:11  Motion to adjourn. Motion: Tracy Gratto. Second: Meg McHutchison. None are opposed. 


