
Foster Powell Neighborhood Association (FPNA) General Meeting 
Monday, October 14th, 2013, 6:30-8:30pm, Bar Carlo, 6433 SE Foster Rd 
 
Board Members in Attendance: Christian Smith, Li Alligood, Jennifer Merrill, Erica 
Bjerning, Tracy Gratto, Daniel Campbell, Vicki Wilson, Angela Cortal, Meg McHutchison 
 
General Membership in Attendance: Nick Falbo, Dan Peterson, Patrick Oblander, Eavan 
Moore, Susan Brown, Sheri Schneider, Clay Fonts, Fred Lewis, Carol Lewis, Alex Santos, 
Zachariah White, Miles Thompson, Lisa Martel, Vicky Oglesbee, Clare Argast, John Larsen, 
Jeff Lynott 
 
6:32 Welcome and Introductions 
 
6:33 Neighborhood Police Officer Tim Bacon: please call him at East Precinct with any 
neighborhood crime and safety concerns. (He had to leave quickly after the meeting began). 
 
6:34 September Minutes correction: Meg requests a change in the General Business section:  
ROSE is having a fundraiser at Beth Garins house (not for Beth Garins) 
Motion to approve the minutes with changes: Meg.  Second: Aaron 
 
6:35 Montavilla Food co-op-Sheri Schneider. It was started by neighbor/volunteers so that we 
could have a food co-op in SE but it is not strictly for the Montavilla neighborhood. 3 of 4 board 
members are from other neighborhoods and the membership is much broader. There are about 
60 co-ops being started across the US currently, like Montavilla. They are hoping for a store front. 
There is a long way to go. Next step is marketing and feasibility study, then site selection. The co-
op needs community support. There are 200 members and they need about 800 to function well. 
Co-ops provide better access to healthy food, keep more dollars in the community and support 
local producers. $25 coop share/join, full share is $150 (one time not annual). Progress and 
status can be found on their website: www.montavilla.coop 
 
6:40 Bob White Theatre Update- Zachariah White and Alex Santos run a dance party 
company, rents spaces and provides dance parties. They are volunteer based-volunteers do 
food, security and other jobs. Alex and Zachariah met Nick Story and teamed up. Story is having 
them follow through on this vision for the Bob White Theatre. They want us to know they are here 
to work with us and know us and have a good impact on the neighborhood. They want to know 
about problems and issues that arise. They want to know about services and events that would 
be good to have in the building. Meg states the potential and possibility of the space and is glad 
to see the building in use. The dance party events are not the everyday operation and they are 
looking for open ended ideas. Classes, play practice, theatre, t-shirt printing. The space holds 
about 500. Their intention is to ramp up how much goes on so it doesn’t shock the community. 
Zack and Alex are keeping hours and are available to meet at the theatre. Call and meet with 
them. Erica: What are the code restrictions? Zachariah: Not sure for art stuff (t shirt printing),  
Warehouse restrictions are related to commerce and capacity. Vicki:  Are there more plans for 
fixing the store front? Zachariah: We are working it out and feeling out how to work together with 
Nick Story and seeing if this will be more permanent before jumping into those renovations. They 
are interested in bringing back a historic sign (a modernized replica) through a Kickstarter 
fundraiser.  There is a new facebook page for their activity called  the new bob white theater. 
They are considering the model of the Alladin theatre but the want to find the best fit for our 
community. There are residents in the building. How long and how loud are questions they are 
concerned about. Meg says thanks for the scope of what they are considering. They only took 
over about 5 weeks ago. 
  
7:02 Portland Street Tree Inventory-Natasha LePai of Portland Parks and Rec. She is with 
Urban Forestry and is an Americorp Events Coordinator.  Neighborhoods apply together, 
inventory teams capture data about trees in neighborhood including diameter, health. 
Participating neighborhoods can address issues that arise from resulting data-like a low tree 

http://www.montavilla.coop/


count or a low number of species. Neighborhoods get resources to make the improvements. This 
is a collaboration with park staff, Angie DiSlavo processes data and gives the info back to the 
neighborhoods. This year parks will start helping to guide action. The inventory happens in 
summer, applications are due Jan 15 and neighborhoods are picked in February. There is training 
in May and inventory begins in June. www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/treeinventory . Meg 
suggests that LePai visit the Foster Green Steering committee and it is suggested that we team 
up with Mt Scott Arleta. 
 
7:09 Chinook Book fundraiser- Angela Cortal. She gave a great sales pitch about how you are 
losing money if you don’t get one. Yoga, massage, acupuncture! This is a fundraiser for FO-PO-
50% goes to the Neighborhood Association and the other 50% to Chinook book, no one else. 
There are displays set up all over neighborhood. This happens only through December. Books 
bought in Mt Scott will be for our shared events.  
 
7:14 Recruitment Follow Up-Tracy Gratto recaps last months recruitment brainstorm. How do 
we get more involvement? Neighborhood meeting signs are available for yards. Our recruitment 
effort was posted on NextDoor.com Facebook events and fliers are still on the table but have not 
moved on yet. Thanks to all who took action items and did them.  
 
7:20 Elections: Angela Cortal for co-chair- Angela has volunteered to this position and 
introduces herself. She is a naturopathic doctor at APEX wellness center. She lived here in the 
80’s,still lives close and stays active and involved. Meg McHutchison motions that we elect 
Angela as the co-chair of the Foster Powell Neighborhood Association, Erica Bjerning 
seconds the motion. The motion is passed unanimously.  
 
Committee Reports: 
 
7:23 Communications Report-Erica Bjerning: this committee is being resurrected. The next 
meeting will be on Tuesday, October 29th at 6:30. Some tasks will be to redo the brochure, rewrite 
it and redesign it as a postcard. The committee will look at larger messaging strategies and nail 
down the card and message. There is much work to be done and it depends on how many people 
get involved. Contact Erica Bjerning. A message will go out on Listserv and Facebook about 
meeting dates. 
 
7:25 Foster Powell Community Garden-Vicki Wilson: Work parties will be held all Fall and 
Winter. The October-March schedule is Saturdays 10-12 and Sundays 2-4 (check website and 
Facebook for exceptions). A new multilingual flier has been printed and is being distributed. The 
garden committee will be meeting on October 19th from 4-5 in the garden. Anyone interested in 
taking on a proactive role in the garden is invited to attend. Vicki met with Brad Taylor from the 
Office of Neighborhood Involvement at the garden to discuss ways to deter crime. Vicki also 
attended a Naturescaping Basics workshop put on by East Multnomah Soil and Water 
Conservation District and learned about native and invasive plants, water conservation and more. 
The notes from these sessions are posted on the community garden website: 
www.62ndgarden.wordpress.com  
 
Representative Reports: 
 
7:28 Land Use-Aaron Sorensen: There has been no land use notice since July so there is 
nothing to report. Next Monday there is a meeting and will have more information next month. 
 
7:29 Transportation-Dan Campbell: A complaint about the landscaping on Powell Blvd was 
made at the last meeting and Dan has a response. Transportation Funding is down and the 
Powell median is not a priority. Chris Warren is someone to speak with about this matter. 
 
No treasurer report. 
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7:30 Foster Road Streetscape and Transportation Plan- Christian Smith. The favored plan is 
still the cross section of three lanes, center turn lane and bike lanes. The plan is still contentious 
around 87th Ave because of space There will likely be a continuous cross section all the way from 
FOPO through Lents. More funding has recently been approved. Construction is still not for a 
while, 2015. There is still more design and study to be done and approved. There is 1 more 
meeting for advisory. The City will soon present their recommendation. The next meeting is the 
sneak peak on Wednesday October 23rd at SE Works on 80th and Foster. Dan: We may not get 
everything that we want but we need to keep after the things we want. There will be hard choices. 
This decision is going to wrap up around December. Stay tuned to give more public input. Trimet 
stop configurations will need input at open houses coming up. $5.25 mil is the total budget of this 
project and there have been about 10 public meetings and open houses so far.  
 
7:39 Mt Scott Arleta and FoPo social- Meg McHutchison: fun, good attendance. 
7;40 Foster Green Ecodistrict- Meg McHutchison: There are new co chairs. The process is 
changing. It’s a great time to get involved and see it as a collaborative entity. 
7:41 Wickman Building Update- Meg McHutchison. Multnomah County has pulled (declined) 
the community proposal. There is a meeting next Mon at 6pm, 8102 Raymond St, the Firland 
Apts. A letter has been drafted to discuss this further; the Wickman committee feels that the 
process seemed flawed. Multnomah County received a business plan last fall and an appraisal 
brought the price down. The Wickman Committee/Coalition didn’t hear anything back for a long 
time. The Coalition never gained site control so they couldn’t fundraise and they were turned 
down because they didn’t show fundraising ability.  
 
7:43 Vicki Oglesbee- Holgate Library. What’s coming up: Nov Dec. roster has a class on 
downloading audio books. A program on Portland Food Carts is on Tues Nov 5th . There will be 
info on how to start one for Teens and Adults. Nov 1st  there will be an Inter Cambio program, ½ 
English ½ Spanish, from 1-2. This month’s book club book is: My Year of Meats.  
 
7:47 General Business: 
Dan Peterson requests a letter of support for a non-profit community health center. Native 
American Youth Association (NAYA) will be involved in this health center located at the Foster 
School by Fred Meyer. The clinic will charge on a sliding scale. They are submitting a federal 
grant and already have the backing of several Neighborhood Associations in the area.  We would 
like to get more info and put it as an agenda item and on the meeting announcement but the 
matter is time sensitive. Tracy makes the case this is not controversial and that this is being 
supported already. She is aware of their previous grant application and feels we shouldn’t delay 
this vote per our regular procedures. Question: Does it exclude anyone , who? No it does not. 
The grant would allow renovation of the NAYA center and put in the health center. The grant 
stipulates that it must be inclusive. SE Portland has the most uninsured people in Oregon. A 
straw poll is conducted: there is no opposition to writing a letter of support. Tracy Gratto makes 
the motion: to support the Native Wellness Center for the Foster School site application 
for a community health center by writing a letter of support. The motion is seconded by 
Meg McHutchison. The motion is passed unanimously.  
 
7:55 Motion to adjourn: Motion: Erica Bjerning. Second: Aaron Sorensen. None are 
opposed. 


