
MINUTES 
 
Foster Powell Neighborhood Association (FPNA) General Meeting 
Monday, November 11th, 2013, 6:30-8:30pm, Bar Carlo, 6433 SE Foster Rd 
 
Board Members in Attendance: Li Alligood, Jennifer Merrill, , Tracy Gratto, Daniel Campbell, Vicki 
Wilson, Angela Cortal, Erica Bjerning, Aaron Sorensen 
 
General Membership in Attendance: John Larsen, Blake Kincaid, Melissa Hockett, Alexandra 
Sergewa, Jeff Lynott, Nick Iannavone, Erik Huddleston, Jeff Smith, Patrick Oblander, Eliseo Ruiz  
 
6:34 Welcome and Introductions 
 
6:37 Motion to approve the minutes: Dan, Second: Jennifer. The motion is unanimously approved. 
 
6:37 Feast for SE requests a donation of $300: We gave $200 last year. We have a 10% cap so we do 
not have a budget for the whole request. We have $250 for the year. Jennifer notes we didn’t have a set 
10%. If we give a full $250 we have nothing left for the year. Dan motions that we give $250 to Feast 
for Southeast. Second: Erica. The motion is unanimously approved. 
  
6:40 Neighborhood Foot Patrol-Eric Huddleston: He is starting a foot patrol and a neighborhood watch 
at 66 and 67th. Brad Taylor will train them and he is looking for folks to be involved with the patrol. A 
minimum of 15 people are needed for the TBD training. A once a month patrol needs twice as many 
people as you want on patrol. This is a way to create a positive safety interaction in the neighborhood. 
Contact: Erik Huddleston at erikhuddleston@yahoo.com for more information and to become involved. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
6:44 Communications Fund Report- Jennifer Merrill: Funds became available from SEUL for our 
communications in October. Income from Neighborhood Clean up. $800-1200 (most money made this 
past year). We spend money on: mostly on communication , lots of fliers, buttons, brochures, signs, 
stickers, garden tour, movie in park, National Night Out and support for the community garden. We rolled 
over money from 2 years ago ($150 left from Laurelwood Park kiosk). $1043 is the total right now-
expenses are about $1090. Changes to email service will save money. $300 for website, to get it up and 
running. $100 to maintain the website in future years. We need to submit a plan to SEUL to tell them what 
we are spending our Communication funds on. SEUL needs to know how each of these communication 
tactics work. We must approve the budget that Jennifer is presenting and we need to find ways to offset 
costs. Fundraiser -  a fundraising committee? Jeff Lynott is interested in working on this. We still need to 
know how much more money than last year the movie in the park will cost.  
6:55 Approval of the budget for the communications plan. A straw poll is conducted and many are 
in favor. Erica motions to approve the budget and communications plan. Second: Angela. The 
motion is unanimously approved. 
 
6:56 Website/Communications Update-Erica Bjerning: Noelle at LGA is redesigning our website. The 
new site will be using a Wordpress template so it is easy for us to maintain. Feedback session: What do 
we want to communicate? Meeting notes and information, graffiti removal resources, neighborhood 
resources, static website with blog on front for current information. Topical events at the top, a tab to 
promote yearly events, no calendar but list format. It’s not clear who will add information and content to 
the website. Erica is hoping to have an email sign up from the website. Volunteer opportunities, links to 
other websites and nicer imagery are also desired. Links resources like the resource list from the 
neighborhood brochure: who to call for vandals, parked cars etc. Ad space can be sold on website but 
there may not be many local businesses interested. Donations for community sponsored events could get 
businesses an Ad space on the website. A Community safety page, a photo page and features on local 
businesses would be nice. There is an interactive map of local businesses by LGA.  
.  
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7:08 Foster Powell Community Garden-Vicki Wilson: Work parties will be held all Fall and Winter. The 
October-March schedule is Saturdays 10-12 and Sundays 2-4 (check website and Facebook for 
exceptions). Some new lighting, both decorative and security has been installed, a 4x8 bed has been built 
and several other round beds for fruit trees are up. There is a committee of 7 people. We met in October 
and will meet again in December. Vicki is taking a site planning class through EMSWCD and John Larsen 
is preparing a 3-d digital site plan. We are applying for a Partners-in-Conservation (PIC) grant in January 
which would fund the building of a community meeting area that collects 8000 gallons of rainwater and 
other projects. Follow progress at www.62ndgarden.wordpress.com  
 
Representative Reports: 
 
7:14 Land Use-Aaron Sorensen: no new reports. Code changes are requested to demolish at 80th and 
Mitchell. Replace one unit with 7. They would be willing to give a presentation but the timeline is before 
our next meeting. We can send a communication to neighbors to see if anyone wants that. The lot at 65th 
and Holgate is rumored to be as many as 8 lots upcoming. High density zoned.  
 
7:18 Transportation-Dan Campbell: This Wed, open to public, 82nd Ave business association meeting. 
Transfer of ownership of 82nd Ave is going from ODOT to PDOT, Now the city can make changes to 82nd. 
Steve Novick will be there. This has been in the works for 3-4 years.  
 
7:20 Foster Road Streetscape and Transportation Plan- Dan: (Overview: The plan to do street 
renovations on Foster between 52nd and 92nd Ave began in 2004. For 9 years nothing happened, no 
funding. There have been 8 pedestrian deaths in 10 years on Foster. Now we have 5.25 mil for 
improvements. There have been many meetings and open house events for community input. The last 
open house is in Nov or Dec (mailing will be sent to residents). The currently favored plan is 1 lane of 
traffic in each direction, a center turn lane, bike lanes on either side. There may be no bike lanes from 
52nd to 56th . Narrowing lanes will slow traffic. The Lents area is adding width to their sidewalks.) There 
has recently been an assertion that the neighbors helping to guide these decisions were not diverse 
enough. More neighbors need to go to the final planning session and there needs to be a larger 
conversation about outreach to underrepresented neighbors. Suggestions: for outreach to schools. Email 
the secretary and they will send out info for parents in a weekly email.  
 
7:31 Treasurer report-Jennifer Merrill (report already given earlier) 
 
7:31 Foster Green Ecodistrict- Meg McHutchison: not present 
 
7:31 Wickman Building Update- Meg McHutchison: not present 
 
7:32 Vicki Oglesbee-Holgate Library: not present. Passes along class announcements for the library: 
Feltmaking, Paint-and-Take bookbags. See the library website for more info. 
 
7:33 General Business:  

• Mercy & Wisdom Community Health Clinic: non profit organization formed to provide health care 
to Portland community, especially those who cannot afford traditional health care. They also 
serve as an educational institute to teach the public how to achieve and maintain health 
physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually. They have a sliding scale fee. 503-227-1222 
They are also trying to start a community garden.  

• This is the last month of Chinook books fundraiser.  
• Nayar Taqueria owner Eliseo introduces himself and his business. Glad to be here and growing 

with this community. 
• Yard signs are still available if you’d like to advertise the neighborhood association meeting in 

your yard. 
• Question: Do political candidates come to meetings? Some come but we don’t support any one 

and it has to be open to any candidate. 
 
7:38 Motion to adjourn: Erica, Second: Dan. The motion is unanimously approved. 

http://www.62ndgarden.wordpress.com/

